Making Green Come True, 5 December 2020
Conference Pack
Programme
12:45

Arrive on Zoom

13:00

Opening panel with Q&A and discussion
Ruth London, Fuel Poverty Action
Pauline Saunders, CIVALLI, supporting victims of failed cavity wall
insulation
Tracey Rogers, resident, Pembroke Park, Hillingdon
Tony O’Brien, Trades Union Congress London East and South East
Pensioners Network
Stuart Hodkinson, campaigning academic and author
The government is talking about making homes more energy
efficient - to cut down carbon emissions and to save on heating bills.
But the energy efficiency we get in practice, as retrofits or new build
homes, is often nothing like what we are promised - if we get any at
all. This session will explore the issues of accountability in housing
and the gulf between green promises and reality.

14:00

Breakout rooms: What’s on offer?
Rhiannon Hughes, Southwark Group of Tenants Organisation, and
Claire Glasman, WinVisible (Women with visible and invisible
disabilities)
Graeme, Malus Court Tenants and Residents Association, and Phil
Murphy, fire safety expert
Donal Brown, RetrofitWorks
Tom Woolley, architect, researcher and consultant
Asad Rehman, War on Want

14:15

Break

14:30 15:15

Breakout rooms
●
●
●
●
●

Listening to residents: the route to housing fit for all
Fire safety: Salford tenants’ battles, and the new Building
Safety Bill
UK homes are 'heating the streets': how can we keep warm
instead?
Too slow, too fast? The pace of retrofits, training workers, and
winning good, green jobs
No sustainability without justice, from the point of extraction
on up

15:15

Break

15:30

Concluding plenary discussion
Chair: Alexa Waud, Fuel Poverty Action
This final session is a chance to continue and deepen the exchanges
and debates that were started in the breakout rooms, and consider
how we can incorporate what we have learned into our work
towards warm, safe homes.

16:30

End of conference

Breakout rooms: What’s on offer?
Listening to residents: the fight for housing that’s fit for all
This breakout room will focus on the role of Tenants and Residents
organisations in fighting for insulation and warmth and in holding
social/private landlords accountable, how they are under attack, and what
hope there is for increased accountability. It will also look at the fight for homes
fit for the people who live in them, whether we’re old, young, or children, and
whatever our disabilities, family sizes, and needs.

Fire safety: Salford tenants’ battles, and the new Building Safety Bill
Residents of Pendleton Together, in Salford, live in 9 high rise blocks that are
the mirror image of Grenfell Tower, and have only just had their cladding
removed. Now it’s cold. Tenants will report on their ongoing battles to get
homes fit to live in. Plus: In response to the pressure following Grenfell, the
government is creating a new regulatory system governing high-rise building
and fire safety. They’ve promised that residents’ voices and safety will be at the
heart of it. How can we hold them to it?

UK homes are 'heating the streets': how can we keep warm instead?
This breakout room will focus on insulation types and ventilation: what
standards are we aiming for and what materials are safe, functional, non-toxic,
sustainable, and can be available at scale? Passivhaus, enerphit, or natural
ventilation; rockwool or hemp: or should we instead be focusing on
renewable-energy heating? A chance to engage with these ongoing debates.

Too slow, too fast? The pace of retrofits, training workers, and winning good,
green jobs
The current pace of retrofitting homes falls miles short of any realistic climate
target. But when projects move too quickly with contractors seeking profit at
the expense of workers’ and residents’ safety and health, the results are
disastrous. How do we ensure that a secure, well-trained, well paid, secure,
caring workforce can carry out the transformation that our quality of life - and
the future - depend on?

No sustainability without justice, from the point of extraction on up
Plastic-based insulation means continued extraction of fossil fuels, a process
also leading to wars, repression, impoverishment, and destruction of
environments round the world, and locking us further into climate change. Yet
if our homes continue to heat the streets, they’ll require more energy. And if it
comes from renewable sources, this requires mining of rare earth metals, now
carried out at the expense of peoples across the globe. How can our
movements align to press for an alternative - not unabated climate change,
nor profit driven supply chains that devastate the global South?
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Would you like to help Fuel Poverty Action?
● Sign up for our newsletter here, and follow us on twitter
@fuelpovaction.
● Write to us at fuelpovertyaction@gmail.com if there’s something
you would like to get involved in.
● Fuel Poverty Action is UNFUNDED and entirely run by devoted
volunteers. If you would like to see our work continue, please
consider making a one-off donation here, or becoming a Friend of
FPA, here.
● For unions, or other organisations to affiliate to FPA, see here.

